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The Arc Partners with the Vera Institute of Justice on National 
Initiative to Improve Police Responses to Persons with Mental 

Health and Developmental Disabilities

 
Posted on July 18, 2018 by The Arc 

NCCJD is building the capacity of the criminal justice system to 
respond appropriately to gaps in existing services for people with 
disabilities, focusing on people with I/DD, who often remain a 
hidden population within the criminal justice system, with little or 
no access to advocacy supports or services. Vera will be          
partnering directly with the experts and staff that run NCCJD on 
Serving Safely. 

Other key partners on the project include: 

American College of Emergency Physicians 

CIT International 

National Alliance on Mental Illness 

National Disability Rights Network 

Prosecutors’ Center for Excellence 

Dr. Amy Watson, University of Illinois, Chicago 

Dr. Michael Compton 

Serving Safely has already started to accept requests from law 
enforcement agencies for training and technical assistance 
at www.vera.org/projects/serving-safely/training-and-technical-
assistance. If you are interested in learning more about The Arc’s 
role in the Serving Safely initiative, please 
email NCCJDinfo@thearc.org. 

About The Arc 
The Arc advocates for and serves people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD), including Down syndrome, 
autism, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, and cerebral palsy. The 
Arc has a network of nearly 650 chapters across the country  
promoting and protecting the human rights of people with I/DD 
and actively supporting their full inclusion and participation in the 
community throughout their lifetimes. 

About the Vera Institute of Justice 
The Vera Institute of Justice is an independent nonprofit national 
research and policy organization working with governments to 
build and improve justice systems that ensure fairness, promote 
safety, and strengthen communities. For more information about 
Serving Safely and the Vera Institute of Justice, 
see www.vera.org/projects/serving-safely. 

People living with mental health disabilities and/or intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD) are disproportionately           
represented in contacts with law enforcement and other first   
responders, as well as in every part of the criminal justice system, 
including jails and prisons. While people with I/DD comprise 2 to 3 
percent of the  general population, they represent 4 to 10 percent 
of the prison population. 

Interactions with law enforcement can be extremely harmful to 
community members with disabilities. These interactions are also 
challenging for responding officers, who do not always have the 
tools or resources to understand disability. Conservative estimates 
show that at least 10 percent of calls to police involve people who 
have mental health disabilities and that 50 to 80 percent of police 
encounters involve persons with some type of disability. In      
response to this critical need, the Vera Institute of Justice—in 
cooperation with the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and in 
partnership with a consortium of organizations, including The 
Arc—is launching Serving Safely: The National Initiative to Enhance 
Policing for Persons with Mental Illnesses and Developmental 
Disabilities. This new initiative is designed to promote collaborative 
responses for people with mental health disabilities and I/DD who 
come into contact with the police to improve outcomes and the 
safety of all parties. 

Through Serving Safely, The Arc, Vera, BJA, and other partners will 
work together to minimize unnecessary detention and              
incarceration of persons with mental health and developmental 
disabilities, strengthen connections to community-based supports 
and services, and grow meaningful partnerships between law   
enforcement    agencies and the communities they serve. 

The Arc has a long history of work in the criminal justice field and is 
thrilled to be partnering with Vera on this project. In 2013, The Arc 
created the National Center on Criminal Justice and Disability® 
(NCCJD®). This is the first national center of its kind serving as a 
bridge between the I/DD community and criminal justice          
community that focuses on both victim and suspect/defendant/
incarcerated person issues. The Center provides training and    
technical assistance; resources for professionals, people with  
disabilities, and their    supporters; and educates the public about 
the intersection of     criminal justice reform and the advancement 
of disability rights. Pathways to Justice®, NCCJD’s signature training 
curriculum, is a comprehensive, community-based training       
program that helps criminal justice professionals—including law 
enforcement—understand disability, disability culture, and       
professionals’ legal obligations toward the disability community. 
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https://blog.thearc.org/2018/06/12/new-data-reveals-nation-failing-support-people-intellectual-developmental-disabilities/
https://blog.thearc.org/author/thearcus/


 

 Arc Activities 

Directions: 

Prep Time 20 min • Ready In  20 min 

1. Mix together the cream cheese and Dijon 
mustard until smooth. Spread each tortilla 
with about 2 tablespoons of the cream 
cheese mixture, spreading to within 1/4 
inch of the edge of the tortillas. 

2. Arrange about 1/4 cup of shredded 
lettuce on each tortilla, and press the 
lettuce down into the cream cheese     
mixture. Place 2 turkey slices per tortilla 
over the lettuce, and sprinkle with 2      
tablespoons of shredded Swiss cheese. 
Top each tortilla evenly with tomato,     
avocado slices, and crumbled bacon. 

3. Roll each tortilla up tightly, and cut in half 
across the middle with a slightly diagonal 
cut. 

Ingredients 

 1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese 
with chives 

 2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 

 6 (8 inch) whole wheat tortillas 

 1 1/2 cups finely shredded iceberg 
lettuce 

 12 slices thinly sliced deli turkey 

 3/4 cup shredded Swiss cheese 

 1 large tomato, seeded and diced 

 1 large avocado, sliced 

 6 slices bacon, cooked and              
crumbled 

In Loving Memory: 
Pat Butera  

November 30th, 1947—July 6th, 2018  

Save the Date  

  Mark your calendars for these 
future Arc of Laramie County 

Events: 

September 22nd - OKTOBERFEST 
 
 
 

Reminders 
 

Arc activities are open to everyone 
and are free unless otherwise stated 
to  members. The fee for  non-
members is $5.00 an activity. We   
encourage everyone to become a 
member. We offer individual, family 
and corporate memberships. Contact 
the office for more information. 
Also, if you have moved or are moving 
please let us know your updated   
address. Newsletters will not be    
forwarded. So stay in the loop by  
updating.  

Like seeing your Arc Newsletter in 
color? We are currently looking for 
people and or business to sponsor the 
newsletter. Call the office for details.  

Did You Know? 

Did you know The Arc 
office can help you fill out 
job applications, prepare a  
resume, fill out paperwork 

for assistance such as 
housing and food stamps, 
and LIEP? Stop in during       
regular business hours to 
use our new setup office 

area.  
 

Summer Hours 

Monday 8-3PM 

Tuesday 8-3PM 

Wednesday CLOSED 

Thursday 8-3PM 

Friday By Appointment 

 

 

    Weekly Activity  

 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 1:30-3:00PM 

 

BE CREATIVE 

 

 

ART FOR ARC  

285 N. AMERICAN ROAD 

Expiration Date: 00/00/00 Expiration Date: 00/00/00  
 

 Project of the Month 
Instructors Choice 

 

August Class Dates:    
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 24th 

Art class is free to all Arc Members. Non-Members will be charged 
a $5.00 fee to attend.  

 

Art for Arc is a program designed to encourage creativity, communica-
tion, and socialization. This program is open to all Arc Members and is 
designed to   develop and advance artistic skills, giving each individual 
an opportunity to find their own voice through art.  

Directions: 
From Lincolnway and Southwest Drive 
Take a left on Southwest Dr. go over the tracks to 5th St. 
Turn Right on 5th St. 

Don’t want to wait for the train to pass? 
From College and I-25 
Go east on College Dr. to Southwest Dr. (Turn left just past 
the Arby’s). Take Southwest Dr. north to 5th St. Turn left on 
5th St. 

Building entrance faces 5th St. 
  
* In the event of inclement weather we may cancel class. 
Cancellations will be posted on Facebook*  

“This world is but a canvas to our imagination” 

 

 

 

# FEARLESSNFIT 
Do you want to get fit and have fun while doing so? 

Saturday Arc Sports Activities are coming to a park 
near you!! 

Join members for Flag Football and Volleyball! 
When: August 4th, 2018 – Flag Football 

    August 25th, 2018 -
Volleyball 

Where: Sunrise Park off 
of 12th St.  

Time: 9-10am 

         “Those we love don’t go away, they walk 
beside us everyday. Unseen, unheard but      

always near. Still loved, still missed, and very 
dear.” 

On July 6th, 2018, long time Arc Board Member Pat 
Butera went to be with the Lord. Pat was born in 
Pittsburgh, PA. She came to Wyoming in 1975. Pat 
worked as an engineer on the Railroad for 34 
years. After Pat retired, she really became            
interested in art. Pat took her very first art class in 

September of 2010. Before Pat took her first art class, she had always 
created, experimented and tried new things in the realm of art and  
creativity. Pat’s most important rule in creating her art was to have 
fun! Pat was a very important part of the success of The Art for Arc  
Program. Pat took pride in teaching Arc Members how find their voice 
through art. Pat will forever be in our hearts and missed greatly.  
A celebration of her life will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2018 at 
her home.  



 

 

August 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Art  Class 

1:30-3PM 
285 N. American Rd 

2 
 

3 

 

4 
Flag Football 

Sunrise Park 

9-10am 
 

5 

 

6 7 8 

Art  Class 

1:30-3PM 
285 N. American Rd 

9 10 
Social Skills 

Group 

Friendship Park 

5-7pm 

11 

 

12 
 

13 14 15 
Art  Class 

1:30-3PM 
285 N. American Rd 

16 17 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

 
 

20 

 

21 
 

22 

Art  Class 

1:30-3PM 
285 N. American Rd 

23 
 

24 25 
Volleyball 

Sunrise Park 

9-10am 

 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 31  

       

 

 

The Arc of Laramie County greatly appreciates Mia Maria-Order Sons & 
Daughters of Italy in America for choosing us as the recipients of  the 
2018 Bocce Bash Tournament. Your generosity will surely be a great help 
to the programming offered to Arc Members. Together we can make a 
difference in the lives of individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities in our community.  
 
Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and generosity.  



 

 


